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SIGNATURE GRANT 2026 - CIVIC KNOWLEDGE AND PARTICIPATION OPEN ROUND

Grants to boost civic knowledge and participation; among Australians of all ages and backgrounds, but 
especially among those most likely to be misinformed, excluded, or distrustful of core democratic 
institutions and processes.

Australian 
Community 
Organising 
Foundation

The Australian Community Organising Foundation 
is looking to strengthen and expand a national 
network of broad-based community alliances that 
enable civic participation and leadership 
development through trusted local organisations, 
building on existing alliances such as the 
Queensland Community Alliance, Hunter 
Community Alliance and Real Deal Geelong.

$80,000

Multicultural 
Communities Council 
of South Australia

The Multicultural Communities Council of South 
Australia (MCCSA) will deliver the “Civic Confidence 
Program,” a civic education and engagement pilot 
designed to strengthen democratic participation 
among culturally and linguistically diverse (CALD) 
communities. The program will combine civic 
learning with practical, experiential activities to 
help participants understand how federal, state 
and local governments function, and how 
communities can meaningfully participate.

$60,000

National Indigenous 
Youth Education 
Coalition

The National Indigenous Youth Education Coalition 
(NIYEC) is seeking support for Dream Design, a 
youth-led coalition-building initiative that 
empowers Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
young people to shape the systems that impact 
their lives, with a special focus on the education 
system. Dream Design brings together young mob 
through regional workshops, national summits, 
ongoing dialogue and a collective impact fund 
that supports place-based, youth-led projects.

$80,000

Project Planet Project Planet is working to continue to deliver, 
expand and refine “Build a Ballot”, a non-partisan 
civic participation initiative designed to help 
Australians move from concern about public issues 
to informed democratic participation. The project 
combines a digital voting guide with a coordinated 
media and social campaign that helps users 
connect the issues they care about to the policy 
positions of parties and candidates.

$80,000

Punter’s Politics Punters Politics is seeking to develop a new tool 
focused on making political transparency data 
more engaging for everyday citizens. Building on 
Punters Politics’ large national audience, the 
project aims to equip voters with information that 
reveals, for example, the relationships between 
donations and policy decisions.

$60,000



The Conversation The Conversation is seeking to expand its digital 
storytelling capabilities to specifically target young 
Australians (aged 16–35) and younger women. 
These demographics are increasingly 
characterised as  "news avoiders", while being 
susceptible to digital misinformation, which 
diminishes civic understanding, engagement and 
trust.

$25,000 Multi-year

Tomorrow Movement Tomorrow Movement has a refreshed strategy 
focused on building civic knowledge, leadership 
and democratic participation among young 
people through grassroots campaign 
development and organising. The work includes 
developing and launching a national civic 
engagement framework including an organising 
curriculum, culture toolkit and leadership training.

$30,000

FIRST NATIONS SIGNATURE GRANTS - ECONOMIC + DEMOCRATIC INCLUSION

These grants are awarded to First Nations initiated, led and controlled organisations and initiatives focused 
on economic and democratic inclusion. This grant process is managed by Mannifera’s First Nations 
Practice Lead and determined by our First Nations expert advisors.

Cape York 
Grassroots 
Corporation

The Cape York Grassroots Corporation (CYGC) was 
established in 2018 as an advocating body to give 
voice to traditional owners across Cape York from 
diverse clans, nations, and language groups. 
CYGC’s vision is for each traditional owner group to 
speak for their country and to make decisions for 
the present and future generations according to 
their lore and customs.

$20,000 Multi-year

Ebony Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait 
Islander Institute

The Ebony Institute Inaugural Thought Leadership 
Seminar Series is a five-part seminar series that will 
center on the wisdom of Kombumerri and Wakka 
Wakka Elder, scholar, and national treasure Dr Aunty 
Mary Graham. It aims to strengthen and reimagine 
democracy by collectively learning new ways of 
knowing, doing and being.

$50,000

First Nations Civil & 
Contracting

First Nations Civil and Contracting (FNCC)’s purpose 
is to establish the world’s first Indigenous-led 
antimicrobial nanocellulose industry. Through this 
work they will actively create sovereign industrial 
capacity in regional Queensland. By working 
alongside Indigenous communities to unlock 
potential through sustainable land use, including 
carbon and regenerative farming practices, FNNC 
hopes to achieve long-term economic value, with 
an immediate focus on training, education and 
employment.

$50,000 Multi-year

First Nations 
Economic 
Empowerment 
Alliance

The First Nations Economic Empowerment Alliance 
(The Alliance) is a collective of First Nations leaders 
with deep expertise in driving Indigenous economic 
empowerment. By leveraging Indigenous strengths, 
knowledge and innovation, they aim to build 
stronger, more sustainable local, regional and 
national economies.

$100,000 Multi-year



First Nations 
Foundation

First Nations Foundation (FNF) runs Financial Fitness 
for Youth (FFFY),  a culturally grounded program 
designed to empower First Nations young people. 
Created for Mob, by Mob, FNF’s program builds 
practical money skills alongside cultural strength, 
identity and future planning, supporting young 
people to make confident financial decisions while 
staying connected to culture, community and 
Country.

$50,000

Galiwinku Women's 
Space

Galiwin’ku Women’s Space Inc. (GWS) was formed 
in 2015 by a group of dedicated Yolŋu women 
passionate about finding a solution to the ongoing 
domestic family violence being experienced within 
the Galiwin’ku community. This Yolngu-led 
Aboriginal Corporation offers an array of services, 
from domestic violence crisis accommodation, to 
well-being programs that can meet the unique 
needs of this remote Indigenous community.

$20,000 Multi-year

Hoops4Health Hoops 4 Health is a First Nations-led organisation 
that has been operating in the Northern Territory for 
23 years, dedicated to re-empowering 
communities through basketball, mentoring, and 
health programs. Its purpose is to use the power of 
sport to drive positive change, particularly for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander young people.

$30,000 Multi-year

Mounty Yarns Mounty Aboriginal Youth & Community Services is a 
youth-led, community controlled organisation 
based in Mount Druitt. Founded by Aboriginal young 
people, Mounty’s purpose is to shift power into the 
hands of Aboriginal young people and their 
communities.

$25,000

Mulka Project Based at Yirrkala Art Centre, The Mulka Project 
(Mulka) is an award-winning, Yolŋu-owned and led 
digital archive and production house dedicated to 
preserving and revitalising Yolŋu knowledge across 
North East Arnhem Land, strengthening community 
wellbeing and economic independence. Access is 
managed through Yolŋu cultural protocols and 
shared across the community to support 
intergenerational knowledge transfer.

$50,000

National Indigenous 
Employment and 
Training Alliance

As a national peak body, The National Indigenous 
Employment and Training Alliance was established 
through a national convening of Indigenous leaders 
of organisations delivering employment and 
training across urban, regional and remote 
Australia. NIETA’s role is to coordinate sector 
capability, generate evidence and advocate for 
reform in employment systems.

$50,000

The National Walk 
for Truth

The  National Walk for Truth from Melbourne to 
Canberra called on the federal government to 
commit to a national truth-telling process in 
partnership with First Nations people. The Walk, led 
by Yoorrook Commissioner Travis Lovett, galvanised 
the support from almost 150 organisations around 
the country, and over 4000 people registered to 
walk before it began.

$25,000



WV Tech / World 
View Foundation

Worldview Foundation is an Aboriginal Community 
Controlled organisation and ACNC registered 
charity that delivers programs for Indigenous young 
people to achieve job-readiness, cultural 
connection and life-stability. Their model is self-
sustaining once a new location is established, as 
they do not rely on ongoing philanthropy.

$130,000

SIGNATURE GRANTS

Signature Grants support the core operations of organisations and initiatives to progress advocacy efforts 
strongly aligned with our focus areas, supported activities and priorities. These grants support advocacy to 
get off the ground, build capacity and accelerate progress.

Australian Democracy 
Network

The Australian Democracy Network works for a healthy 
democracy which puts people and planet first. ADN 
brings people and organisations together to share 
resources and strategy to achieve the changes that 
make our democracy more fair, open, participatory, and 
accountable.

$50,000 Multi-
year

Centre for Policy 
Development

The Centre for Policy Development has demonstrated a 
capacity to build high trust relationships in the public 
service and meaningfully shift the frames for 
consideration of policy issues at the national and state 
level. CPD play a leading role in coordinating and 
promoting policies and processes towards a wellbeing 
economy.

$30,000

Centre for Public 
Integrity

The Centre for Public Integrity plays a unique role in 
advocating for strong integrity institutions and laws and 
has demonstrated an impressive capacity to build trust 
among policymakers across the aisle and with senior 
members of the press. Key examples of impact this year 
include their concerted and ambitious campaign 
against the government's proposed FOI reforms, 
resulting in a shelving of the bill.

$100,000 Multi-
year

Community Tax 
Project

A partnership between ACOSS and the University of 
Melbourne, Community Tax Project is playing a unique 
capacity building role among community organisations 
seeking to advocate for tax reform - a new model that’s 
shown early signs of efficacy.

$40,000

Digital Rights Watch Digital Rights Watch exists to ensure fairness, freedoms 
and fundamental rights for all people who engage in the 
digital world. Their vision is for a digital world where all 
humanity can thrive, and where diversity and creativity 
flourishes.

$50,000 Multi-
year

Foundations for 
Tomorrow

Foundations for Tomorrow are playing a national 
leadership role in the movement for intergenerational 
and wellbeing policy making. They have recently 
embarked on an ambitious project to design the 
framework for a 'national conversation on Australia's 
future', in collaboration with other leaders in 
intergenerational and wellbeing policy making.

$100,000 Multi-
year



Grata Fund Grata Fund is Australia’s first specialist non-profit 
strategic litigation incubator and funder. They focus their 
work in three key areas including climate change, 
human rights and  democratic freedoms. Grata Fund 
collaborate on a broad democracy reform agenda 
through advocacy (research, media, senate enquiries 
etc) on issues including FOI and protest rights.

$30,000

Think Forward Think Forward have demonstrated growing influence 
among policy makers, peers and the general public, and 
are uniquely placed to reach young people on important 
policy debates, most specifically tax reform. The next 
couple of years are likely to be a unique window for tax 
reform and Think Forward is well placed to have outsized 
influence on this debate.

$100,000 Multi-
year

Transparency 
International 
Australia

Transparency International Australia (TIA) engages with 
civil society, business and government to strengthen the 
integrity and accountability of institutions and expose 
and prevent corruption. TIA is the national chapter of 
Transparency International.

$60,000 Multi-
year

SECTOR CAPACITY BUILDING GRANTS

These grants develop stronger leadership, collaborations, convenings, strategic planning or communications.

Australian Democracy 
Network - Democracy 
100 initiative

The Australian Democracy Network works for a healthy 
democracy which puts people and the planet first. ADN 
brings people and organisations together to share 
resources and strategy to achieve the changes that 
make our democracy more fair, open, participatory, and 
accountable.  This funding supports the delivery of a 
sector capacity building initiative, Democracy 100  co-
led with Mannifera to map the ideas and innovators 
working to strengthen our democracy.

$80,000

Grata Fund - 
Democracy Compass

Grata Fund is non-profit strategic litigation incubator 
and democratic freedoms and advocates on a broad 
democracy reform agenda in collaboration with others. 
This funding supports research Grata is leading into 
public sentiment of democracy that will benefit joint 
advocacy efforts.

$50,000

Sentiment Agency -  A 
cultural strategy for 
democracy

Sentiment Agency is a cultural and impact strategy 
firm. They partner with organisations to navigate 
complex public policy and political landscapes. This 
funding supports research that maps how younger 
Australians experience democracy through culture, 
media, and digital platforms and is the first stage of a 
longer term initiative focused on protecting and 
promoting democratic values in the digital age.

$30,000



RAPID RESPONSE GRANTS

These grants are awarded in pursuit of ‘quick wins’ or where there is a window of opportunity for advocacy 
relevant to Mannifera’s focus areas. These grants are usually one-off with strong possibility of unlocking 
other philanthropic support.

Centre for Public 
Impact - Humble 
Government

The Centre for Public Impact (CPI) is a global not-for-
profit who  partners with governments and public 
servants to reimagine public administration, helping 
them shift mindsets, embrace systems thinking, and 
tackle complex 21st-century social challenges. This 
funding supported an article series with The Mandarin 
to spread the concept of Humble Government to a 
broad public sector (1.5million) readership.

$10,000

Centre for Public 
Integrity - Freedom of 
Information Appeal

The Centre for Public Integrity (CPI)  is an independent 
think tank dedicated to preventing corruption, 
protecting the integrity of our accountability institutions, 
reining in executive power, and eliminating the undue 
influence of big money in politics in Australia. This 
funding helped CPI with the additional capacity needed 
to defeat the federal government's FOI Amendment Bill 
2025.

$20,000

Tasmanian Aboriginal 
Centre - Palawa 
Nation Fund

The Tasmanian Aboriginal Centre operates statewide 
services and programs including a holistic, state-of-
the-art health service and allied programs, land and 
sea management, cultural awareness unit and palawa 
kani language program. Mannifera’s funding is 
catalysing their new Palawa Nation fund.

$10,000

https://centreforpublicimpact.org/

